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France and Britain were entitled to expect that in the event of fresh
Central European difficulties they would be consulted by the Reich;
the German Government, moreover, could not be unaware that the
French and British Cabinets were ready for such an exchange of
views. France and Great Britain also had the right to assume that
Germany would not reject the racial principle which at Munich had
guided the settlement of the German-Czech crisis, nor that, having
invoked the rights of nationalities, Germany would violate them so
wantonly. Paris and London could hope that having renounced the
use of force at Munich, Germany would not again have recourse to
threats of the wholesale massacre of civil populations by her air force
in particularly odious circumstances. France and Britain were also
entitled to expect that the rulers of the Reich would not treat as
purely negligible the agreements reached at Munich and the declara-
tions which followed them, and that they would not simply throw
into the waste-paper basket documents on which the signature of
the head of the German State was hardly dry.

But this is in fact what has happened. The Munich Agreements
no longer exist. The psychological grounds on which the potentiali-
ties of the declarations of September 30 and December 6 might have
borne fruit have been destroyed. Various German papers are already
interpreting as a denunciation of the Anglo-German and Franco-
German declarations the demarche by which Britain and France made
it known on March 18 that they could not recognize as legal the
position in Central Europe which had been brought about by the
Reich.

We find ourselves faced, therefore, with an entirely new situation.
Germany has not been content to consolidate and extend her political
influence over the nations living in the Reich's orbit. She has revealed
her desire to absorb them, if not to annihilate them. From a policy
of expansion she has gone on to a policy of conquest, the claims of
common race giving way henceforth to military imperialism.

This brutal confession of a lust of conquest, which the Third Reicii
had hitherto been at pains to conceal, could not fail to arouse deep
feeling throughout the world. Faced with the wave of hostile
criticism which it has provoked, and after having absorbed in one
year 18 million new subjects, of whom eight millions are aliens, will
Germany find it necessary to mark time for a while? Or, taking
advantage of its acquired momentum and of the stupor of the Central
European States, will it continue its drive towards the East? Or,
again, will it be tempted to face about and put an end to the opposi-
tion of the Western Powers which is interfering with the Reich's
liberty of action in the East? In other words, will the Fiihrer be
tempted to return to the idea expressed by the author of Mein Kampf,
which, be it said; is identical with the classic doctrine held by the
German General Staff, according to which Germany cannot accom-
plish her high destiny in the East until France has been crushed and,
as a consequence, Britain reduced to impotence on the Continent?

We must likewise examine whether there is still time to erect in
the East a wall capable of stemming to a certain extent the German